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MISSION HAS REVIEWED COMMENTS OF USUN CONTAINED REFTEL AND WOULD 
OFEER FURTHER EXPLANATION ITS VIEWPOINT. 
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1 . WE SOMEWHAT SURPRISED AT BELIEE THAT UN AND 
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SAS MIGHT REFUSE TO COMPLY WITH INFORMAL REQUEST FOR INFO ON THEIR 
OPERATIONS POSED BY A MEMBER OR GROUP OF MEMBER GOVERNMENTS. 
CERTAINLY OUR EXPERIENCE WITH SAS IN FULFILLING REPEATED 
REQUESTS FOR DETAILED INEORMATION HAS NOT IN PAST REFLECTED 
SUCH ATTITUDE. 

2. PURPOSE OF QUESTIONNAIRE IS TO STRESS MEMBERS INTEREST IN AND 
SUPPORT FOR ECOSOC DECISION RE IN-DEPTH STUDY AND FOR FURTHER PROGRES 
S 

TOWARD COMPATIBILITY OF INFORMATION SYSTEMS. CLEARLY ANY SUCH ACTIVIT 
Y 

UNDERTAKEN BY UN HQ AND/OR lOB WOULD BE WELCOME BUT COULD NOT BE SUB- 
STITUTE FOR EXPRESSION OF ACTIVE INTEREST ON PART OF MEMBER 
GOVERNMENTS. MOREOVER GIVEN ATTITUDE OF SOME SA'S TOWARD COORDINATION 
BY AND FROM THE UN AND/OR ACC WE THINK EVIDENCE OF MEMBERSHIP 
INTEREST WOULD BE EFFECTIVE IN A SPECIAL WAY THAT WOULD EXCEED 
ANYTHING UN MIGHT BE ABLE OR WILLING TO DO. 

3. GENEVA GROUP WOULD NOT BE DOING WORK OF lOB BUT WOULD BE 
ENDEAVORING TO GIVE lOB NEEDED SUPPORT FOR CARRYING OUT IMPORTANT 
SPECIFIC TASK THROUGH ECOSOC THAT THE MEMBERSHIP HAS ASKED IT TO 
DO. THIS EFFORT SHOULD ALSO SERVE TO STRENGTHEN THE POSITION 

OF THOSE OFFICIALS WITHIN EACH AGENCY WHO ARE CONCERNED WITH 
INFORMATION SYSTEMS. 

4. GENEVA GROUP GOVERNMENTS HAVE REPEATEDLY URGED THAT GROUP 
SHOULD SHIFT ITS FOCUS SOMEWHAT AWAY FROM STRICTLY BUDGETARY 
MATTERS AND SHOULD STRESS MEASURES FOR INCREASED EFEECTIVENESS AND 
EFFICIENCY, WHICH CLEARLY OF INTEREST TO ALL MEMBERS 

INCLUDING LDCS. AS ECOSOC DECISION FOR IN-DEPTH STUDY WAS 
UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED, AND WAS SPONSORED BY BOTH DCS AND LDCS, 

GENEVA GROUP SUPPORT FOR THIS STUDY WOULD NOT APPEAR CONTROVERSIAL. 

IT IS TRUE THAT ONE OF PURPOSES OF QUESTIONNAIRE IS TO BRING 
TO ATTENTION OF AGENCIES THE SCOPE AND TYPE OF INFORMATION BASIC 
TO MANAGEMENT WHICH THEY ARE INCAPABLE OF, OR HAVE DIFFICULTY 
IN, PROVIDING AND, MORE IMPORTANTLY, LETTING THE AGENCIES 
KNOW THAT THE MEMBERSHIP IS INTERESTED IN THEIR DEVELOPING 
SUCH A CAPABILITY. THE DATE COLLECTED SHOULD ALSO GIVE US 
BETTER INSIGHT INTO AGENCY PROCEDURES AND ALLOW US BETTER 
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TO EVALUATE IN-DEPTH STUDY. 

ALTHOUGH AS USUN SUGGESTS ANOTHER APPROACH MIGHT POSSIBLY 
BE MORE PRODUCTIVE, AND WE WOULD BE PLEASED TO HAVE SPECIEIC 
PROPOSALS, WE DO NOT CONSIDER THAT THE AMOUNT OF TIME TO BE 
CONSUMED IN REPLYING TO QUESTIONNAIRE, ALL THINGS BEING CONSIDERED, 
WOULD BE PROHIBITIVE. 


Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 

WE AGREE WITH SLAUGHTER THAT lOB NEEDS DIRECTION AND IT WAS FOR 
THIS REASON THAT MISSION PROPOSED SPECIFIC GUIDELINES FOR lOB 
WHICH WITH GENEVA GROUP ASSISTANCE WERE INCORPORATED IN ECOSOC'S 
UNANIMOUS DECISION FOR IN-DEPTH STUDY. WE AGREE THAT lOB DOES 
NOT NEED BIG BUDGET OR STAFE AND WE THINK THAT lOB PROPOSAL 
FOR CENTRAL INFORMATION SYSTEMS, POSED MORE THAT A YEAR 
AGO, HAS BEEN DISCREDITED FOR ALMOST THAT LONG. WE SEE NO 
EVIDENCE THAT THIS PROPOSAL (WHICH WE WOULD BE INCLINED TO 
OPPOSE) HAS BEEN RAISED AGAIN. 

IN SUMMARY HERE IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO DO SOMETHING POSITIVE 
TOWARD BETTER COORDINATION AND MORE COMPATIBILITY IN THE SYSTEM 
BY DEMONSTRATING MEMBERSHIP INTEREST, NOT AT THE UNGA OR 
ECOSOC LEVEL, BUT AT THE LEVEL OF SAS THEMSELVES. HOPEFULLY 
THIS CAN BE DONE BY THE GENEVA GROUP COUNTRIES ACTING JOINTLY. 

BASSIN 
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